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Keenesburg is a small statutory town located in Weld County on Colorado’s eastern
; plains, approximately 35 miles northeast of Denver. The town was established in the
. . - T : . —— : early 20th century and incorporated in 1912, during a period of agricultural expansion
’ across the region. Keenesburg developed as a farming and ranching hub, supported by
: rail access that helped move crops and livestock to larger markets. Its wide-open
v - ) 4 y - . 8 |andscapes and proximity to major transportation corridors have allowed it to maintain
2 ——— : - - its rural identity while still being connected to the Front Range.

" AR e Keenesburg is a close-knit community with a population of approximately 2,800

< residents as of the 2020 Census, reflecting steady growth over recent decades. The
town’s demographic makeup includes a mix of longtime agricultural families and newer
residents drawn by more affordable housing compared to nearby urban areas. The
. median age trends slightly younger than many rural towns, with a strong presence of
families and school-age children. Household incomes are modest relative to
metropolitan averages, and the community retains a practical, working-class character
shaped by agriculture, local services, and commuting to nearby cities.

. : One of Keenesburg’s most notable attractions is The Wild Animal Sanctuary, a
. . ’ T - nationally recognized refuge for rescued large carnivores such as lions, tigers, and

; + - ' T ’ 5 bears. Visitors can walk elevated pathways to observe animals in expansive natural

) ’ . » Lol habitats, making it a unique destination in Colorado. Beyond the sanctuary, Keenesburg
+ o g : offers a quiet rural lifestyle with open skies, community parks, and local events that
' bring residents together. Its setting on the plains provides a different Colorado
experience—less mountainous, but equally defined by space, agriculture, and a strong
sense of community identity.

* : . . . o Keenesburg operates under a Board of Trustees form of government, and the town
* ' ' ; 1 places importance on transparency and public participation. Regular board meetings
. S are held at Town Hall and are open to residents, with opportunities for public comment
* ! i 281 on local issues such as development, infrastructure, and community services. Agendas,
= i E3EgT Ims ? minutes, and supporting documents are made available to the public, helping ensure
. : ‘ — : : that residents can stay informed about municipal decisions. Like many Colorado
: communities, Keenesburg follows state open-meetings laws, reinforcing accountability
and encouraging civic engagement through accessible public records and meetings.

Watch Keenesburg_Public Meetings Live and On Demand

+ ; Main Street of Keenesburg

Advocacy and Engagement

F ot + e * In times of global uncertainty—whether driven by economic shifts, public
+ ) health challenges, or geopolitical tensions—access to reliable, firsthand
* information becomes more important than ever. Communities look to their
St . C ted local governments for clarity, stability, and leadership, and the ability to
. aylng onnecte observe decision-making in real time helps reinforce public confidence.
e, X R in Uncertain Times: When residents can directly access public meetings, hear discussions in
context, and review official records, they are better equipped to understand
how policies are formed and how resources are allocated. This kind of
" ¥ transparency reduces confusion, limits the spread of misinformation, and
creates a shared understanding of the challenges communities face. In
P uncertain moments, open access to government isn’t just a best practice—
,d it is a critical service that helps people stay informed, grounded, and
engaged.

For organizations working to make government more accessible, this mission takes on even greater significance. Providing reliable
streaming, clear archives, and easy access to public records ensures that civic participation remains strong, even when
circumstances make in-person engagement difficult. These tools allow residents to stay connected to their communities, ask informed
questions, and hold institutions accountable—no matter what is happening on the global stage. By prioritizing accessibility and
transparency, municipalities and their partners are not only meeting legal obligations but also strengthening resilience and trust at the
local level. In uncertain times, the work of expanding access to public information becomes a steady, dependable bridge between
governments and the people they serve.

WEB SERVICES

Did you know that in addition to building professional and engaging Wordpress sites, Open Media
can help you maintain and improve your WP site? We can perform accessibility and security audits
to make sure your site is meeting your users’ needs!

I . B moen Y Open Media provides monthly maintenance services, training, and support for content
- . . . Tt bt management.

e S + ; ' Reach out for a quote today!

“ L e t - ., gl 1. WP Site Audit 2. Website Maintenance 3. WP Training & Content Updates

a. Accessibility

a. Plugin and core updates
b. Troubleshooting and support

+ . . . b. Security

e CAREER ENGINE

Our Open Media Career Engine is a service offered to Employers in the Media & Journalism sector
to help you find and hire more diverse jobseekers. This program has helped over 40 employers in
Colorado's Media & Journalism field hire POC jobseekers at more the double the industry average.
We help craft your job description to appeal to diverse applicants, post it to over 20 job boards
proven to generate more diverse jobseekers, and manage the screening process so that even the
smallest HR team can afford a broad and inclusive hiring process developed by industry leaders.

Email careers@openmediafoundation.org to explore how the OMCE can help you with your next
hire.

st , Join an Open Media Committee
' .4 Fundraising Committee - Contact Tony Shawcross at fony@openmediafoundation.org

ANNOUNCEMENTS

R <POINT 5 Point Film Festival April 21-26

. * e + - The 5Point Film Festival is an annual, mission-driven adventure film event in

Yoo i - . ¥ . Carbondale, CO, dedicated to sharing meaningful stories that inspire community,
advocacy, and cultural understanding. Guided by five principles—Purpose, Respect,
Commitment, Humility, and Balance—it features curated films, surprise guests, and
interactive events.

. f &# Visit 5 Point Website

Canon City Music & Blossom Festival
April 29 - May 3

+ : : g This all-around festival features music, parades, craft fairs, and a beauty pageant. The
’ - T . = Cafon City Music & Blossom Festival was first celebrated as “Fruit Day”, which used to
* E 5 : . 253 be the community’s way to celebrate everyone and their bountiful harvest.

+ . T . . S s 8 The festival will celebrate its 88th year in Cafion City from Wednesday to Sunday. Also

! .o . . - a7 on the festival schedule is the Royal Gorge Rodeo, Colorado’s longest continuous
o - . rodeo since 1872.

LTt Visit Music & Blossom Website

; T Earth Day is April 22

. . - 4 g P . g '_ Earth Day, celebrated annually on April 22nd, is a global event dedicated to
* 0 T+ . ‘WS TR environmental protection and awareness. Initiated in 1970 to protest pollution, it now
. . e i \ engages over a billion people in nearly 200 countries through activities like planting

c ) | _ trees, cleaning up neighborhoods, and promoting sustainability. It's a day to act for a
e : . Y - healthier planet.

Visit EarthDay.org

Do you share our mission and like our content? Forward the newsletter to friends.
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