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Roaring Fork Valley

Basalt is a picturesque mountain town located in both Eagle County and Pitkin County at
the confluence of the Fryingpan and Roaring Fork Rivers. Originally known as Aspen
Junction, the community developed as a railroad hub serving the mining towns of Aspen,
Leadville, and Carbondale during Colorado’s late nineteenth-century mining boom. The
town was renamed Basalt in 1895 after the volcanic rock formations found on nearby
Basalt Mountain and was officially incorporated in 1901. Today, Basalt serves as a
gateway to the Roaring Fork Valley while maintaining its small-town character amid the
region’s spectacular mountain scenery. (Basalt.net)

According to the 2020 U.S. Census, Basalt had a population of approximately 3,984
residents. The community has experienced steady growth while retaining a close-knit
atmosphere. The median age is about 41 years, and the town includes a mix of long-time
residents, outdoor enthusiasts, and professionals working throughout the Roaring Fork
Valley. Its location between Aspen and Glenwood Springs has helped create a vibrant
community that blends year-round residents with seasonal visitors.(Wikipedia)

Basalt is renowned for its outdoor recreation opportunities and natural beauty. The
Fryingpan River is internationally recognized for its Gold Medal trout fishing, attracting
anglers from around the world. Nearby Ruedi Reservoir offers boating, paddleboarding,
camping, and hiking opportunities, while the surrounding mountains provide access to
extensive trail systems for hiking and mountain biking. Downtown Basalt features local
restaurants, art galleries, boutiques, and public gathering spaces that reflect the
community’s creative spirit. Its central location also makes it an ideal base for exploring
the broader Roaring Fork Valley, including Aspen’s ski resorts and cultural attractions.

Basalt places a strong emphasis on open government and civic participation. The Town
is governed by a Mayor and six-member Town Council, which conducts regular public
meetings to address community priorities, development, infrastructure, and municipal
services. Agendas, minutes, ordinances, resolutions, and council packets are made
available through the Town’s website, and meetings are livestreamed and archived online
for public viewing. Residents can access current and past Town Council meetings
through the Town’s online media portal, ensuring transparency and accountability in local
government. This commitment to public access helps residents stay informed and
engaged in decisions that shape the future of the community.

View Basalt Public Meetings On Demand

 

Advocacy and Engagement:
Turning Access into Local Action

When people think about influencing
public policy, they often focus on state
legislatures, Congress, or national
elections. Yet the level of government
where individual voices have the greatest
opportunity to be heard is often the one
closest to home. City councils, town
boards, school districts, special districts,
and county commissions make decisions
that directly affect daily life—from roads
and public safety to parks, utilities, and
community development. At these
meetings, residents can speak directly to
elected officials, ask questions, provide
feedback, and often see the impact of
their participation reflected in policy
decisions. Local government remains one
of the most accessible and responsive
institutions in our democratic system,
making it an essential vehicle for
meaningful civic engagement.

As government grows larger and more complex at the county, state, and federal levels, many citizens can begin to feel disconnected
from the decision-making process. Individual voices may seem overshadowed by large constituencies, political organizations, and well-
funded special interests that possess greater resources and influence. This perceived distance can lead to frustration and a sense that
participation no longer matters. The solution is not less engagement, but greater transparency and access. When public meetings are
streamed, archived, and made easily searchable, citizens gain a direct window into government operations and decision-making.
Transparency empowers residents to stay informed, participate more effectively, and hold their elected officials accountable. In the end,
access to information is the foundation of engagement, and engagement is the foundation of a healthy democracy.

WEB SERVICES
Did you know that in addition to building professional and engaging Wordpress sites,
Open Media can help you maintain and improve your WP site? We can perform
accessibility and security audits to make sure your site is meeting your users’ needs!

Open Media provides monthly maintenance services, training, and support for content
management.

Reach out for a quote today!

1. WP Site Audit
  a. Accessibility
  b. Security

2. Website Maintenance
  a. Plugin and core updates
  b. Troubleshooting and support

3. WP Training & Content Updates

CAREER ENGINE
Our Open Media Career Engine is a service offered to Employers in the Media &
Journalism sector to help you find and hire more diverse jobseekers. This program has
helped over 40 employers in Colorado's Media & Journalism field hire POC jobseekers at
more the double the industry average. We help craft your job description to appeal to
diverse applicants, post it to over 20 job boards proven to generate more diverse
jobseekers, and manage the screening process so that even the smallest HR team can
afford a broad and inclusive hiring process developed by industry leaders.

Email careers@openmediafoundation.org to explore how the OMCE can help you with
your next hire.

 

Join an Open Media Committee
Fundraising Committee - Contact Tony Shawcross  at tony@openmediafoundation.org

EVENTS

Summer Starts on June 21

Summer officially arrives on June 21, 2026, bringing the longest day of the year and
nearly fifteen hours of daylight to much of the state. As snow continues to retreat from
the highest peaks and wildflowers spread across mountain meadows, communities from
the Front Range to the Western Slope embrace the season with outdoor festivals,
farmers markets, concerts, and recreational activities. The summer solstice marks a time
of renewal and celebration, encouraging Coloradans to take advantage of the state's
abundant sunshine, scenic landscapes, and vibrant public spaces. Whether hiking alpine
trails, exploring local events, or gathering with neighbors at community celebrations, the
start of summer reflects Colorado's unique blend of natural beauty, outdoor adventure,
and strong community spirit.

 

Check out the full lineup of Juneteenth
Music Festival events this year:

15th Annual Juneteenth Music Festival, June 20

Each year Denver's Historic Five Points Neighborhood transforms into a hub of
entertainment and celebration for the community in honor of Juneteenth, the day when
the last of the nation’s enslaved people learned of their freedom. Attend the Juneteenth
Music Festival's 15th Annual Street Festival, directly following the Juneteenth Parade on
Saturday, June 20th, for an engaging, interactive session designed for makers, and
innovators. This is Denver’s premier Juneteenth event, attracting 20,000+ attendees for a
free street festival with, day-long celebration of freedom with live performances, vendors,
food, and family-friendly activities. Join us in building meaningful relationships within a
vibrant community.

 

Check out the full lineup of Denver
PrideFest events this year:

Denver PrideFest, June 27–28

One of the largest Pride celebrations in the Rocky Mountain region, Denver PrideFest
brings together hundreds of thousands of participants for a weekend of live
entertainment, community organizations, cultural programming, and the annual Pride
Parade through downtown Denver. The event highlights the contributions and visibility of
Colorado’s LGBTQ+ communities while promoting inclusion, civic engagement, and
community connection.

 

Do you share our mission and like our content? Forward the newsletter to friends.
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