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Showing Up Without Being There:
The Rise of Remote Civic Participation 

Democracy has always had an attendance problem. The idealized image of a packed
town hall — neighbors filling every seat, voices lining up at the microphone — has rarely
matched reality. The practical barriers to physical attendance are significant and
unevenly distributed. A single parent working an evening shift cannot leave for a seven
o'clock planning commission meeting. A senior citizen without reliable transportation
cannot make it to a county budget hearing across town. A person managing a chronic
illness cannot sit in an uncomfortable folding chair for two hours in a poorly ventilated
municipal building. These are not excuses. They are the lived conditions of a substantial
portion of the population, and a democracy that requires physical presence as the price
of participation is a democracy that has quietly decided some voices matter more than
others.

The Digital Door Is Now Open
Remote participation tools are changing that calculus in communities across the country. When a public meeting is live-streamed, the
geographic and logistical barriers that once defined civic access collapse into a single requirement: an internet connection. Platforms
like open.media are equipping local and regional governments with the infrastructure to not only stream meetings live but to archive
them in searchable, timestamped formats that allow residents to engage with the public record on their own schedule. A teacher who
missed a school board vote can watch the full session during a free period the next morning. A small business owner can review a city
council discussion about a new commercial ordinance before it comes up for a final vote. Across the country, communities that have
embraced remote access are reporting something that should not be surprising but consistently is: when you make it easier to
participate, more people do.

 

Lane County, Oregon on Open.Media
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Eugene, Cascades & Oregon Coast

 

Lane County Line

Lane County is located in western Oregon, stretching from the Pacific Ocean across the
Coast Range and Willamette Valley to the Cascade Mountains, giving it an unusually
diverse landscape. The county was established in 1851 and named for Joseph Lane,
Oregon Territory’s first governor. Its county seat and largest city is Eugene, which
developed into an important center for commerce, education, agriculture, and
transportation in the southern Willamette Valley. Today, Lane County encompasses
roughly 4,700 square miles, connecting coastal communities such as Florence with
Eugene-Springfield and mountain communities including Oakridge.

According to the 2020 U.S. Census, Lane County had 382,971 residents, making it one
of Oregon's most populous counties. Much of the population is concentrated around
Eugene and Springfield, while smaller cities, towns, and rural communities are spread
throughout the Willamette Valley, Coast Range, Cascades, and Pacific coast. The
presence of the University of Oregon contributes to a substantial student population and
helps make Eugene a regional center for education and culture. At the same time,
agriculture, forestry, healthcare, manufacturing, tourism, and outdoor recreation remain
important parts of the broader county economy. 

Lane County's geography makes outdoor recreation one of its defining attractions. The
Oregon Coast near Florence provides beaches, dunes, forests, and access to the
Pacific, while the Cascades offer waterfalls, mountain trails, lakes, and recreation around
the McKenzie River and Oakridge. The Willamette River and its tributaries provide
opportunities for fishing, kayaking, rafting, cycling, and hiking throughout the Eugene-
Springfield area and beyond. Eugene adds museums, performing arts, restaurants,
sporting events, and the University of Oregon to the county's recreational offerings.
Visitors can therefore travel from the Pacific coastline through fertile agricultural valleys
and into the Cascade Mountains without ever leaving Lane County.

Lane County provides several ways for residents to observe and participate in the work
of its five-member Board of County Commissioners. Regular Board meetings are
generally scheduled for Tuesdays, with Wednesday meetings held as necessary, and
agendas and supporting materials are published online. Residents can attend meetings
in person, register to provide public comment virtually when available, submit written
comments for inclusion with agenda materials, or watch meetings through a live webcast
without registration. The county also makes meeting video available online and provides
public meeting information for commissions and committees. (lanecountyor.gov)

Watch Lane County Oregon public meetings live and on demand

WEB SERVICES
Did you know that in addition to building professional and engaging Wordpress sites,
Open Media can help you maintain and improve your WP site? We can perform
accessibility and security audits to make sure your site is meeting your users’ needs!

Open Media provides monthly maintenance services, training, and support for content
management.

Reach out for a quote today!

1. WP Site Audit
  a. Accessibility
  b. Security

2. Website Maintenance
  a. Plugin and core updates
  b. Troubleshooting and support

3. WP Training & Content Updates

EVENTS

Autumn Starts September 22

Colorado officially welcomes autumn on Tuesday, September 22, 2026, when the fall
equinox occurs at approximately 6:05 p.m. Mountain Daylight Time. The equinox marks
the moment when the Sun crosses the celestial equator, bringing day and night to
roughly equal lengths and beginning the astronomical fall season in the Northern
Hemisphere. Across Colorado, the change of season soon becomes unmistakable as
cooler evenings settle in, aspens turn brilliant shades of gold, and mountain communities
prepare for the first hints of winter. From the high country to the Eastern Plains, the fall
equinox offers a natural moment to appreciate Colorado’s changing landscape.

 

Fiestas Patrias Start September 12

Fiestas Patrias means "Patriotic Holidays" or "National Holidays" in Spanish, referring to
the annual celebrations held across the Americas to commemorate independence from
Spanish colonial rule. Some activities in Colorado include:

Denver: Sunday, September 1,3 at Mile High Flea Market. Free admission to regional
Mexican music, food, and the traditional 'Grito de Independencia' led by the Mexican
Consulate.

Colorado Springs: Saturday, September 12, at Colorado Springs Flea Market. Free
admission to live music, dancing horses, lucha libre, and food.

Visit FiestasPatriasColorado.com for more information

 

Friendship Powwow on September 12

The Denver Art Museum will host its 37th Annual Friendship Powwow on September 12,
bringing together the museum and Colorado’s local Native community for a vibrant
celebration of Indigenous culture, art, music, and tradition. From 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
visitors can enjoy dancing and drums, hands-on artmaking, Native American foods
including fry bread and Indian tacos, and vendors offering jewelry, artwork, crafts,
clothing, and more. A highlight of the celebration is the Grand Entry at 11 a.m. inside the
Sie Welcome Center’s Sturm Pavilion. The Friendship Powwow welcomes people of all
backgrounds to experience and celebrate Native cultures and communities, and general
admission to the Denver Art Museum is free for everyone throughout the day, making this
an accessible opportunity to gather, learn, and celebrate together.

Visit DenverArtMuseum.org for more information
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